Tavernier and Thevenot

nier went on to Dacca to visit Shaista Khan, who
was now governor, or nabob, there. After some
unprofitable and unpleasant financial bickerings
here, the jeweller returned byway of Patna and
Agra to Surat, which he reached in November,
1666. At Surat Tavernier had thatmeetingjvith
Thevendkt^whichJ"*lias been referred to above.
Early in 1667 he left for Bandar Abbas, and on
landing there had an interview with Chardin.
Finally the jeweller reached Paris, at the close
of the year 1668. As he was now sixty-three
years of age and a very wealthy man, he re-
solved to retire from business and enjoy his for-
tune. An interview with Louis Quatorze re-
sulted in the conferring of a jitte. of "nobility,
and this, combined with the judicious purchase
of a barony near Berne, caused this prince of
commercial travellers to blossom forth into the
" Seigneur Baron d'Aubonne."

InjSj^.appeared the Six Voyages, The book
enjoyed immense success, success so great, in
fact, that it roused the jealousy of other tra-
vellers, as well as of some who were not travel-
lers. That Tavernier's book should have at-
tracted the spite of Voltaire passes for nothing,
and is a compliment rather than otherwise to it*
Voltaire was a clever man; but Tavernier knew
more about India than he. But when we find

Tkey^jatja^

books of travel,  Chardin abusing him, and

(jemelli^Ca"reri^a later traveller, saying that
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